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Queft. 1. V Hy David's heart {mote 
him when he had cut off 
the Skirt of Saul’s Rayment f 
Anfw. Becaufe twas a fort of Lafe-Maje- 
fty:and a Violation of that refpe& he ought 
to have had for a King who was immediately 
defign d and anointed by God. The Rabpies 
fay, That the reafon of his being ftruck Pa- 
ralytical inhis old Age was for a Punifhiment 
to this Crime. 
Ouelt. 2. Why did the Lord commend the 
Unjuft Steward ? 
Anfw. He commended him not for his 
Injuftice but his Wi/dom , as to this World, 
thereby to provoke true Chriftians to imi- 
tate him in what was good, namely fecuring 
the future, and making themfelves Friends 
of the unrighteous Mammon. 
Queft. 3.. The meaning of the 8th of Rom. 
23, 22° 
Anfw. See this before refolv'd in the Que- 
ion of the Millennium. —, 
eel 4. Was the Fall of Adamon the day 
of bis Creation ?--- or how long after ? ; 
Anfw. Is faid indeed, That“ AZan being 
in Htonour continn’ dnot. Whence fome wou d 
argue that dam fell on the very day of his 
Creation._-Bur we think very far from the 
purpofe, for neicher are we fure that chis 
Text refers co the Fall of Man, though we 
eonfefs that’s a probable Interpretation, nor 
does that Expreffion Ccontinues not] note 
any certain Fime, fince he might ftand both 
Days and Years before his Fall,and yer that 
be true enough that he did wor continue in his 
Reétitude or Honour. -And indeed on con- 
{idering the Hiftory, we are inclined to be- 
lieve our Firft Parents did not Fall on the 
very day of their Creation, —Becaule Paradife 
or Eden feenis,to be form’d after. Adam— 
Geni 2. v.8.—after God had formed Man 
out of the Duft‘of the Ground, it’s added— 
“and the Lord God planted a Garden Eaft- 
“‘ ward in Eden, and there he put the Maa 
“whom he hid formed—agreeable to. the 
Tradition of the Rabbies.— “That ,Pa- 
“i adife was One of the Things whieh Ged 
“ ¢on’d afrer the Creation of the World. 
Sovagain in the rsth, “And the Lord.God 
*/edo0k' the Man and put himinto the Gar- 
‘eden oF Eden to drefs it and to keep it— 
Then fucceeded God's giving him the Com- 
maid of Obeditnce—after. which we are 
we he was /ome time alone, which God faid, 
*rwas not good for himto be, hough ho 
ng: we know not. tele . 
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v. 20, & 21. “ The Waters brought fortli 
““the Fowl—and fuppofing this, thatan Trt: 
dividual of every Species. were created in 
the fight of Adam, it would-have been 2 
new and a ftrong. Argumerit»te. move hiih 
to adore the Wifdomand:Power of the Gres 
ator, and to keep him. im chis Obedience. 
And indeed it’s pretty evident chat ‘the other 
Furniture of Paradife was made- after this 
manner— For v. 8, & 9...“ God} -himfelf, 
e panera a Garden—out of the Ground the 
‘ Lord God made to grow:every Tree that 
“is pleafant to the Sight, good for Food— 
“ Nay, among, the reft the Tree@of Life and 
“the Tree of Knowledge; which in all pro- 
“ bability, were of a:ditferent Species froth 
‘other Trees This however-we are {ure 
of, that Adam named all the Creatures; 

Beafts and Fowl] at leaft, whenthey were 
brought:to him by God— and that with 
Names {0 appofite to their Natures; for we 
fuppofe the Hebrew-Language to be the 
Original, that-they appear nota hafty work, 
nor indeed is the Number of ‘em {0 final! 
that it cou’d be very quickly finifl’d. After 
all this Adam was caft into a Sleep, and. his 
Rib turn’d into a Woman—with whom’tis 
not likely he would part the: Firft day, 'un- 
lefs he was.a_yery unkind Husband— Nor 
was it cill fhe parted with him that:the De- 
vil met and! feduced her,nor'did he inymedi- 
nately prevail— and themfhe mite take-up 
fome time. 40 fig s4damj after whofe ‘Eat- 
ing,they few d Fig-leavestogether and made 
themfelyes Aprons— and then, when God 
had expofwlated. both withSrlhem and the 
Serpent, they were turned our ofFden. All 
thefe great: Incidents ’tis not very frébable 
{hou’d be difpateli’d in fo little ii 
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Day,, and therefore» werather incline! 
think Adam {tood longers+- But? how 1dhg 
is an unredfonable Queftien’, ince no Mor- 
tal eee pe ans en A ip 
elt. 4. “Whether the firff %. of the 
Chap. of Gem beén’t.a Fufiicrs Confitation of 
dk Atheifis— the fuft of the fetond of all Sad- 
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whereof we can produce more than one Tex, 
wherein by this 82% or Hoft, are certainly 
meant the Angels That in the Hiftory of 
Abab and Micaiab, 1 Kings 22. 20. (repeat- 
ed in Chron.) “I faw the Lord fitting on 
“his Throne , and al the Hoft of Heaven 
“ftranding by him. And’ Neb. 9.6. Thou 
“ haft made Heaven.the Heaveo of Heavens 
“ with all their Hoft— The Earth and all 
‘things that are therein— And thou pre- 
“ forve(t them all , and the Hof of Heaven 

wor{hippeth thee. And Luk, 3. 13. There 
“ wos with the Angel a Multitude of the 
“ Heavenly Host—or the Host of Heaven 
“ Praifing God——Thus we have brought 
all che i to this —_— ag’ we can, 

ing unwilling to weaken any Argument 
mich any mova vd tends to the Eftablith- 
ment of Religion, tho’ we here defire to 
keep our own private opimon to our 
pe 5. In what Year was it thar Cyrenius 
mentioned by St. Luke Cap. 2, was Governor 

ria? 

$ oon The Queftion is too loofe— We 
ought to have known after what £ra or 
Computation of time he asks the Year. But 
however wee'll anfwer it as large as we 
can. He was Governor of Syria when the 
Taxing or Enrollment of all the World, 
omtons sinubine---- All the Roman Empire : was 
commanded by Aaphe, in the fame Year 
that our Saviour was Born— and that was as 
Hiftorians inform us, in thé Year of the 
World 3970. In the Third Year of the 
134th Olympiad; in the 42th Year of Ax- 
guftus, and tha 34th of Here’. The truth of 
which Allegation is alfo plain from the Hi- 
flory of Jofepbus, Lib. 18. Anvig. Fudaic. 
** Cyrenius, {ays he, who had both enjoy’d 
“the Confulthip and other Dignities was 
“ fent by Cafar with a {mall Train into Syria 
“ to Cefs, or Tax the People.’ 

Queft. 6. Why was Bethlehem appointed for 
our Saviours Barth.rather than any other Place? 

Anfw. Whatever place had'been appoint- 

éd for his Birth,che fulfilling of the Prophe- 
fie wou'd have directed the People where 
to have found him—But er be fome 
particular Reafons why he fhou’d be Born 
nas ti Town of Dn the pce wher 

CWas | own id, Ww. 
Jeff liv'd, and David was Born, and where 
cou'd be a more proper place for the Stem of 
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eff, and him-who was both thé Root and 
A dba of David, to make his firft appea- 
rance in the World? But there may be yer 
a Myftery in the very Name of the place— 
Bethlebem , which, if we miftake nor, fig- 
nifies “‘ The Houfe of Bread, and where then 
cou'd be a fitter Birth-place for him who 
was the true Bread from Heaven ? 

Queft. 7. Inwhar fence that Text is to be 
taken, Gen. 49.— The Scepter fhall not depart 


from Juda , nor a Lawgiver from between bis 


Feet until Shiloh come, and to him fhall the ga- 
thering of the People be ? And whether or no 
was it fulfilled when Herod came to the Crown 
of Judea ? ' 

Anfw. We think it , notwithftanding al] 
the Subterfuges of the Jews, a plain Prophe- 
fie of our Saviour’s coming, and a Land- 
mark whereby any but the hardened Jews 
might have known it.— “‘ The Scepter thal] 
“not depart from /#da.— the Royal En- 
“ figns and Authority—nor a Lawgiver,ec, 
“partly exegetical of the former Expreffion, 
“for the Legiflative Power and Soveraign 
“ Authority are infeparable— The meaning 
isno more than that neither fhou’d their 
Line lofe the Kingdom , nor want an Heir 
to fill the Throne— Until Sdilobh come— 
a word which fignifieth, Sext—He that was 
to come—or the Meffiah, to which it exaétly 
anfwers— The Scepter was not to depart 
from Fuda till this promis’d Prince fhou’d 
come— Therefore when it did pa/s from 
him,they might-be fure this Shiloh was come. 
And pafs from ‘emit did, nay from rhe 
whole race of the Jews, in the Reign and 
Perfon of Herod— whole Father, as Fofe- 
phus writes, was an Edomite , and his Mo- 
ther an Arabian, and who therefore by fome 
of hisFlatterers was cry’d up as this promifed 
Shiloh, which Fofephus as foolithly attributes 
to Ve/pafian. 

Queft. 8. Whether did iJacob fin in getting 
Labaus Cattle from him, by putting the Rods 
in the Gutters, &c. 

Anfw. No certainly, becaufe ‘twas but to 
obtain his juft wages, he being befides more 
careful of Labans Cattle than his own, and 
making good whatever of em was loft, as 
appears by his Expoftulation with him after 
he fled from him and was overtaken—But 
we have yet a more unanfwerable Argument 
that this practice of his was no fin, fom 
it appears from what Facob tells his Wives, 
that the thing was order'd by God, or his 
Angel, which is in effe@ the fame, vide Gen. 
31.11,12. “ The Angel of God fpake unto 
_, me in-a Dream, faying,— Lift up now 
. thine Ape fee all che Rams~~are ring- 
ftreaked, fpeckled and grizled, for I have 
** feen all that Laban dor 


unto thee—And 
from the fame Angel it’s not improbable 


that Facob might leary the Art of the Rods; 
however, without fomething extraordi 


he might long enough have put the R 
before the Sheep befor ther eased have 
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